




















NEWS BRIEFS

Suzie Leslie’s Garden: Naturally Beautiful

Su Clauson-Wicker, Writer for the Communications Office
College of Natural Resources and Environment

Suzie Leslie, coordinator of academic advising for the
College of Natural Resources and Environment, had her
garden showcased on the 16th Annual Friendly Garden
Tour sponsored by the Friends of the Montgomery-Floyd
Regional Library.

As one of seven Blacksburg-area properties featured
on the July tour, Leslie’s garden was selected for its
ability to attract wildlife as well as its botanical beauty.
Some 600 people from around the state traipsed through
her garden in a single day. In June, Leslie also used
her yard to teach a class in gardening for wildlife habitat
enhancement for experienced master gardeners from all
over Virginia.

“I love showing people how to plant and maintain
a pesticide-free garden and attract wildlife year round,”
Leslie said. “We’re so removed from the earth these days,
but gardens can change that. You don’t have to get into
a car to experience the restorative values nature can
provide on a daily basis.”

Leslie and her husband, Randy, began converting
their formal, tree-shaded lawn into a nature retreat in the
heart of town when they purchased their home 11 years
ago. They selected native plants to provide food and
cover for birds, butterflies, and amphibians throughout the
yard. A scavenger hunt for caterpillars there is likely to
yield various species of swallowtails (zebra, giant, black,
pipevine, spicebush, and tiger), as well as monarchs,
sulfurs, and other lepidoptera larvae munching on a
profusion of host plants. The water garden has attracted
more than 70 species of birds, including 18 species of
warblers.

Leslie’s garden is as attractive to humans as it is to
wildlife. She grows ornamental species that work well
in flower arrangements she shares with friends. With
the aid of countless loads of leaves, pine needles, and
scavenged organic matter, and an almost effortless “drop-
and-kick” composting method, the Leslies manage to
blend Suzie’s need for a verdant backyard wildlife habitat
and nature retreat with Randy’s desire for an attractive,
manicured landscape.

Leslie’s stunning water garden attracts a host of birds, from
warblers to hawks.

Leslie combines a variety of herbs, annuals, and natives in pots
WR SURYLGH FRORU DV ZHOO DV IRRG IRU K>
and their larvae.

College of Natural Resources and Environment « Engagement Matters « Volume 4 ¢ Issue 1 » Nov./Dec. 2011 « p. 8




Directory of Natural Resources Extension Staff
College of Natural Resources and Environment (CNRE)

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE)

Address

Telephone

Extension Associate, CNRE
Scott M. Barrett pobeiblagesting 232 Cheatham Hall (0324) | 5, 5316494 | 540-231-3330 | sbarrett@vt.edu
Coordinator, Virginia Tech
SHARP Logger Program Blacksburg, VA 24061
CNRE
. Extension Specialist, Brooks Center (0503) ad. 5aq
Brian H. Bond Wood Products Virginia Tech 540-231-8752 | 540-231-8868 bbond@vt.edu
Blacksburg, VA 24061
CNRE
Extension Specialist, Brooks Center (0503)
Urs Buehlmann Wood Products Virginia Tech 540-231-9759 | 540-231-8868 | buehlmann@uvt.edu

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Neil A. Clark

Extension Agent,
Natural Resources

VCE Southeast Region
Southampton County Office
P. 0. Box 10
21300 Plank Road
Courtland, VA 23837-0010

757-653-2572

757-653-2849

southeast@vt.edu

Adam K. Downing

Senior Extension Agent,
Natural Resources

VCE Northern Region
Madison County Office
War Memorial Building
2nd Floor, Main Street, Box 10
Madison, VA 22727

540-948-6881

540-948-6883

adowning@vt.edu

Amy G. Fannon

Associate Extension
Agent,
Agriculture and Natural
Resources/Mined Land
Restoration

VCE Wise County
P. O. Box 1156
Wise VA 24293-1156

276-328-6194

276-328-5902

afannon@vt.edu

Senior Extension Agent,

VCE Central Region
Halifax County Office

K. Jason Fisher P. O. Box 757 434-476-2147 | 434-476-7777 kefishe2@vt.edu
Natural Resources .
171 South Main Street
Halifax, VA 24558-0757
Extension Associate, CNRE
Jennifer L. Forestry; Virginia Forest 228 Cheatham Hall (0324) .
Gagnon Landowner Education Virginia Tech 540-231-6391 | 540-231-3330 jgagnon@vt.edu
Program Blacksburg, VA 24061
Eomea
John A. McGee Coordinator, Virginia SUC C\r}ﬁglt::”}e'ﬁ” (0324) | 540-231-2428 | 540-231-3698 jmcg@vt.edu

Geospatial Extension

Blacksburg, VA 24061

Program
CNRE
John F. Munsell Extension Specialist, 304 Cheatham Hall (0324) | 5,4 531.1611 | 540-231-3698 | jimunsel@vt.edu
Forest Management Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061
CNRE

James A.
Parkhurst

Extension Specialist,
Wildlife

144 Cheatham Hall
Mail Code 0324, Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061

540-231-9283

540-231-7580

jparkhur@vt.edu

Continued on page 10
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Directory of Natural Resources Extension Staff
College of Natural Resources and Environment (CNRE)

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE)

Extension Associate,

Address

Reynolds Homestead Forest
Resources Research Center

Telephone

Kyle R. Peer Christmas Trees P O Box 70 276-694-4135 | 276-694-2971 krpeer@vt.edu
Critz, VA 24082
CNRE
Henry Quesada- Extension Specialist, Brooks Center (0503) SRV SRV
Pineda Wood Products Virginia Tech 540-231-0978 | 540-231-8868 quesada@vt.edu
Blacksburg, VA 24061
Extension Associate, Albemarle County
Michelle D. Natural Resources; Extension Office
Prysby Coordinator, Virginia 460 Stagecoach Road 434-872-4580 | 434-872-4578 mprysby@vt.edu
Master Naturalist Program Charlottesville, VA 22902
CNRE
Robert (Bob) L. Associate Dean for 324 Che_at_ha_lm Hall (0324) 540-231-7679 | 540-231-7664 rsmith4@vt.edu
Smith Engagement Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061
CNRE
P. Eric Wiseman | Associate Professor of 228 Cheatham Hall (0324) | 5,4 531.5148 | 540-231-3330 | pwiseman@vt.edu
Urban Forestry Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA 24061

William (Bill) C.
Worrell

Extension Agent,
Natural Resources

VCE Southwest Region
Russell County Office
P. O. Box 697
Lebanon, VA 24266-0697

276-889-8056

276-889-8075

bworrell@vt.edu
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